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Objectives, policy relevance and 
content of workshop 

Background: Since the end of the Cold War, the engagement of citizens and 
societal actors in science and technology has been an issue of increasing 
academic and societal importance. Citizen and societal actors engagement 
comes in many shapes and responds to different objectives, ranging from 
consultative exercises involving users in local technology development to cross-
European or even global deliberative exercises. In addition to institutionalised 
and invited forms of consultation, participation and engagement of the public in 
decision making about emerging technologies and their applications, citizens 
have also become part of the innovation and increasingly the research effort 
itself.  
Movements such as do-it-yourself science or concepts such as open innovation 
or community based-innovation are part of a emerging trend in research and 
innovation. Engagement of citizens and societal actors can be considered as a 
means for aligning research and innovation activities with societal needs and 
demands, and for ensuring an open, reflective, and accessible discussion about 
desirable futures and how research and innovation contributes to them. Public 
engagement activities inspire models of how the scientific community can best 
contribute to productive exchanges with society.  
The growing number of devices and services supported by emerging 
technologies call for a wider debate on what kinds of values and norms 
European societies wish to thrive. This debate cannot be confined to the 
developers of techno-science or selected stakeholders. The course will address 
the question of how we initiate such a debate. 
 
Objectives and content of the training activity: The hands-on course 
proposed will therefore be looking at the practice of public engagement in 
Europe, on all its forms from invited to non-invited forms, including emerging 
phenomena such as citizen science, do it yourself and community based 
initiatives. It will look into participatory approaches to discuss science and 
technology developments as well as building capacity for professional support 
to develop relationships between the scientific community and the public; it will 
also look into how public engagement may improve decision making processes. 
Building that kind of capacity contributes to socially robust scientific advice.  
Modules will include participatory methods focusing on those that sustain 
dialogue; communication of science for public engagement; communication of 
uncertainty and ethics deliberation, hands-on and discussion of cases of public 
engagement in science and technology debates. The participants will work on a 
case throughout the course that interests the region in which the course is held. 
 
Policy relevance: The training course responds to the challenges posed by the 
European Commission’s Horizon 2020 lemma: responsible research and 
innovation, where public engagement and ethics are pivotal issues. The course 
responds to some Key Orientations for JRC, namely: 5.4 a. Research on ethical 
issues arising from the development and deployment of information and 
communication technologies. And to the cross-cutting socio-economical 
competencies. 



   

  Joint Research Centre 
European Commission  Enlargement and Integration Action 2015 

Date, place and duration 9-10 July 2015, Split, Croatia 

Deadline for application 15 May 2015 

Target deadline for results of 
selection 30 May 2015 

Participants profile Anyone with an interest on public engagement activities about science and 
technology. 

Country of origin of participants 

Focus on participants from: 
 New EU Member States  
 EU Candidate Countries 
 EU Potential Candidate Countries 
 Framework Programme Associated Countries  
 on an ad hoc basis European Neighbourhood Policy Countries 

Funding 
Participants are entitled to reimbursement of their expenses in case they are 
directly invited by the organiser in order to contribute to the workshop's 
objectives. 

To apply please send your CV and motivational letter to: JRC-Enlargement@ec.europa.eu, and  

jrc-sts@jrc.ec.europa.eu subject: 2015-DDG1-01 - Split 
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